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planted a colony of them in Syria specially Antioch,41 and Hajjaj
to have established them in Kashgar.42 " The black-eyed and
olive-complexioned Hindus were brushing their shoulders43 against
those of the Muslims in the cities of the Caliphate. The eastern
dominions of the empire, -that is, Khorasan, Afghanistan, Slstan
and Baluchistan were Buddhist or Hindu before they were
converted, Balkh had a large monastery (Vihdra) whose
superintendent was known as the Baramak. His descendants
became the famous Barmakide Vizirs of the Abbaside Caliphs.44
Then the Arabs familiarised themselves from early times
with Indian literature and sciences. They translated Buddhist
works in the second century of the Hijra, for instance, Kitdbal-
Bud, and * Bildwhar toa Buddsif *45; treatises on astronomy and
medicine called ' Sindhind ' (Siddhdnta) and * Shushrud *
(Susrttta) and Sirak (Charcz^a)46; story books like Kalilah Damnah
(Panchatantra) and Kitdb Sindbdd**1; ethical books of Shanaq
(Chdnakya) and Bidpd (Hffopadesa)48; and treatises on logic49
and military science.50
1 They were exceedingly keen on informing themselves of the
customs, manners, sciences and religions of the people with
whom they came into contact. Al-Kindi wrote a book on Indian
religions, Sulaiman and Mas'udl collected information in their
travels which they used in their writings.        Al-Nadim,51
41  Jean Perier:  Op. cit.
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